The satisfactory reports on the Galli Mainini male toad test for pregnancy which have been published from nearly every part of the world (Cowie, 1948 ; Bhaduri, 1951) show that the test can be performed on species of toads or frogs indigenous to the district where the laboratory is situated. In England and Europe the toads Bufo bufo (syn. B. vulgaris) and B. calamita and the frog Rana esculenta are used for the test. Favourable results with these species have been reported by Hinglais and Hinglais (1948) , Haines and Ferreira (1949) , Klopper and Frank (1949) , Frazer and Wohlzogen (1949), and Bach, Szmuk, Robert, and Klinger (1949) . In a later paper Frazer and Wohlzogen (1951) described a method for estimating urinary gonadotrophin using B. bufo.
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Modifications of the Earlier Technique
The principle and the technique of the test which have already been described for a South American species (Haines, 1948) are readily adapted to European species and the technical details of modifications in procedure which we found necessary for the new species have been described by Law (1949) .
The toads available weighed only 15-25 g. and the volume of urine injected was reduced to 2 ml., i.e. 1 ml. per 10 g. body weight. Because there was an injection mortality of up to 40% a modified purification method was tried (Scott, 1940) 
Reading of the Test
The end-point is taken as the appearance of spermatozoa in a specimen of toad's urine usually collected from the cloaca. Spermatozoa may be found in less than one hour after injection. Our tests were read at the end of three hours-or four if negative at three. Under circumstances where a weak positive response was to be expected (see below) readings were taken at five and six hours. A weak positive is denoted by a delayed response of the test animal and by the presence of relatively few sperms per low-power field. Increasing numbers of sperms may be found at the end of the fourth and fifth hours when only two or three per field were found at the end of the third hour. In our experience few sperms per field, in the absence of a delayed response, indicate exhaustion of the test animal. The urine of positive reactors was found clear of spermatozoa within two days of the injection. All animals used in the series were tested (and found negative) before a test was begun.
A series of 1,023 male toad tests using this technique was carried out between April, 1949, and May, 1950. This report is based upon the experimental series augmented by information collected from the routine use of the test in the three years following. Frazer and Wohlzogen (1950) . The toad is not subject to vagaries of spermatogenesis of the common frog R. temporaria (Cei, 1944) or of the male Xenopus as observed by Robbins and Parker (1948) and by Schwabacher (1951) . Neither does it yield false positive tests when injected with distilled water, adrenaline, jaundiced urine, or urine containing an excess of F.S.H. as reported in different species of frogs.
Results in Pregnancy
False negative results in pregnancy tests are often attributed to performing the test too early in the pregnancy when the urinary gonadotrophin level would be low or to the variation of hormone levels in individual pregnancies (Robbins and Parker, 1948) . The high incidence of false negatives recorded by Klopper and Frank (1949) and by Diczfalusy and Westman (1950) can probably be so attributed. Our false negatives occurred between the third and sixth week of pregnancy and five of these patients, though free from symptoms when the test was performed, subsequently aborted, suggesting that gonadotrophin excretion is irregular in these unstable pregnancies.
The rapidity of the test is particularly useful in assisting the diagnosis of ectopic pregnancy where early operation may be indicated. A result may be had in two or three hours, and in our small group 11 out of 13 true ectopics gave a correct positive result.
In cases of hydatidiform mole the test is applicable to diagnosis and follow-up. Many observations may be made-for example, in one case weekly tests were carried out over a period of eight months with very little trouble and expense.
The diagnostic titre for both moles and chorion epitheliomas appears to be about 1:200, though many molar pregnancies will be encountered in which the hormonal concentration is considerably less. Syncytioma sometimes confused clinically and histologically with chorion carcinoma invariably yields negative tests. This agrees with the observation that chorionic gonadotrophin is elaborated by the cytotrophoblast (Wislocki. Dempsey, and Fawcett, 1948) .
